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The Balkans in Europe: Challenges of Integrating Multiethnic States
Tenth High-Level Balkan Regional Roundtable on Interethnic Relations
Kolasin, Montenegro
June 6-7, 2008

Agenda
1.
Internal Integration 
What are the most successful models of minority accommodation in the Balkans, and how to replicate them in other countries across the Balkans? What are the most serious obstacles toward creating functioning multiethnic societies and how to overcome them? How to secure proportional and qualitative minority representation in multiethnic governance? Is it important to create special arrangements for minority communities? How to make minority communities stakeholders in the political processes in their respective countries? Can countries accommodate their minorities’ demands without normalizing relations with the minorities’ so-called “mother countries” and vice-versa? What are the consequences of failing to build an integrated multiethnic society for the country, for the region, and for the international community? How to forge a national consensus within Balkan countries on issues of national importance? 
2.
Regional Integration 

How to increase the level of regional cooperation in the Balkans? What incentives (external/internal) can be used to improve interstate relations in the Balkans? How much of a role play internal interethnic issues in determining interstate relations? Does improvement of minority rights contribute to the consolidation of interstate and regional cooperation? Would increased cooperation in economic areas improve interethnic relations? How can the countries in the region help restore contacts between Belgrade and Pristina? Can the Western Balkan countries move towards EU integration without establishing constructive relations between Belgrade and Pristina? What do regional neighbors expect from Pristina and Belgrade? Are there pressing bilateral issues in the Balkans that need urgent attention? 
3.
Euro-Atlantic Integration

Is Euro-Atlantic integration the answer to interethnic disputes? If yes, how to get there? Can a disintegrated Balkans enter the EU? What are the implications of an incomplete Euro-Atlantic integration for the Western Balkans? What is the worst case scenario for the Balkans and how can the region avoid it? How can neighbors help each other in joining Euro-Atlantic institutions? Does the region bear responsibility when one of the countries fails to enter EU or NATO? What are the responsibilities of EU in avoiding such an outcome? What are the responsibilities of the US in this process? What can the EU do with countries whose integration processes have stagnated? Will a clear European perspective (with fixed deadlines and schedules) be an important incentive for political and economic transformation of the Western Balkans? Is there a connection between improving interethnic relations, strengthening interstate relations, and obtaining EU membership? Is EU policy towards the Western Balkans consistent?
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